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ALBANY WOODWORKS
by Simonette Berry | photography by Chad Chenier

“We’re a golden rule company, and that
means we treat both our customers and the
planet the best we can,” says Richard Woods,
owner of Albany Woodworks. Thirty-f ve years
ago, he and his wife Judith saw that the community needed a source for recycled lumber.
They started mining relics from a previous
century when quality wood was plentiful,
and in the process, they discovered that the
reclaimed wood was of a much higher quality
than new wood. They were among the f rst
companies in the United States to market
the recycling of antique wood from old buildings and turn it into f nished goods like wood
f ooring, exposed beams, custom doors, and
shutters. “We’ve been doing green since before it was called that. That’s been the whole
basis of our company for the past 35 years,”
he says. Now, Richard and Judith Woods are
taking the next step into a greener future
with a sustainable electricity system that’s
been years in the making.
It’s commonly known that generators run on gasoline, but do you know they can also
take synthetic gas, a sustainable energy source? The process of gasification turns wood
waste into electricity by using high temperature and a high oxygen environment to strip off
hydrogen gas and then convert carbon dioxide into carbon monoxide by plunging the gas
into a low oxygen chamber resulting in a combustible fuel. Albany Woodworks has built
a gasification system that is 100 percent green; it doesn’t leave a carbon footprint behind,
and it is especially convenient because of its potential to convert their wood waste into fuel
to power their machinery. “This whole power system is cleaner than running your truck
down the road,” says Richard.
“We were interested in not only maintaining our green endeavor, but moving forward
with it. We started working on a system to recycle our wood waste, and we thought, why
not create a renewable energy source?” Richard looked at steam generation, but decided it
was too overregulated, expensive, and dangerous. Later, he came upon gasification. “We
discovered that during World War II, gasification was used to run vehicles due to fuel
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shortages. It’s not dangerous and it’s self-regulating, but there was
really no other literature on it that we could find. We had to figure it
out ourselves. We started with a small model and a small generator,
and now, we’re able to power a 45-kilowatt generator. That will be
enough to run our mill. With refinements and further developments,
our plans are to turn our forklifts and trucks to electric and generate
enough electricity to power them too, though that’s a couple years
down the line,” he says.
Richard and Judith have documented the progress so far with video
shorts on You-Tube, titled “Gasification for Small Business” under the
screen name “thewoodsinthewoods.” First, the viewer is treated to an
outdoor view of the small electric plant where the gasification system
is housed. Richard gives a thumbs up out the window and invites
the camera inside. Covered in sweat and grinning from ear to ear,
he stands in the middle of the room in front of a chalkboard covered
with formulas. “Guess what? It’s working!” he yells over the hum of
the machine. Then he gives the camera the grand tour of the room
filled with interconnected pipes and machines. “Show me your cooling system!” Judith says from behind the camera. Richard leads the
camera around the room, explaining the different components. In the
last video posted, he has an assistant, and the system has been hooked
up successfully to a gas generator. Richard is the first small business
owner in America to build a system large enough to power his business, though others are starting to catch on to the gasification wave
(there is even a small model available for purchase on the Internet).
Richard and Judith Woods estimate they’ll be able to convert their
mill to gasification-fueled electricity in the next three to six months,
and that the system will pay for itself in under four years. “It’s been
two and a half years of hard work with trial runs and a few redesigns.
It hasn’t been easy, but this is just one more step towards holistic living,” he says.
“It especially makes sense when we live in a world where so much
is wasted and causes extra costs to deal with the waste. I mean, just
look at how much is wasted on a daily basis. There are mountains of

household trash in every community landfill that could be re-purposed
as fuel. The potential is huge,” he says.
“I don’t see it changing our clientele much. They already come to us
because they know we’ll give them a wonderful product,” Richard says.
The home of David and Tymple Smith (pictured here) is a recent example of the workmanship and design skills that Albany Woodworks is
famous for. “Tymple Smith and interior designer Alex Favre formulated
a unique plan to create an incredible home, and we were able to provide
the beams, doors, and flooring,” he says.
“The doors were created with antique Douglas fir and antique sinker
cypress with carved panels. They showed me a picture of a seventeenthcentury gate from Mexico and asked me to design entry doors to match
its style,” Richard says. The flooring is a hand-distressed antique French
white oak, and the Albany Woodworks team also created exposed
beams and corbels to grace the rafters.
“It was such a hands-on, flowing, organic concept. It was magnificent
being a part of that whole methodology. I attribute that to Tymple and
Alex’s vision,” he says. Richard’s finely honed design sense was fostered
by many years of working closely with A. Hays Town and several other
notable architects and designers. “It gave me a really good foundation of
usage and materials and how to make them reflect beautifully on each
other, to let form follow function.”
“It’s really about not being afraid to think outside the box, to take
what you know and put it in a new direction,” Richard says. Albany
Woodworks continues to flourish with each step forward, bringing fine
products, superior workmanship, and eco-friendly beauty to their customers. “It’s not the easy thing to do, but it’s the right thing to do. It’s
one more step towards a greener solution.” F
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