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The Beauty of
Antique
Wood
Albany Woodworks: a pioneer in the industry
by Lisa LeBlanc-Berry

The finest wood in the world is
sculpted by the hands of nature.
The timeless beauty of antique
wood is unparalleled. A floor,
stairway, cabinet, or door made
from antique wood has a unique
beauty and defining character that
cannot be found in newly sawn
timber. Reclaimed wood, which
has been taken from long-standing
idle buildings and refinished for
new purposes, links us to our past.
Only the most stable timbers were
used to build the original structures,
supporting them sometimes for
hundreds of years, so you can be
confident of the wood’s continued
stability in the next phase of its life.
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The Beauty of Antique Wood

For more than 30 years, Richard Woods has been a dedicated
contributor to green building. As owner of Albany Woodworks,
Inc. located in Albany, Louisiana, he does his part to curtail
deforestation by finding lumber that was cut more than 100 years
ago, and he is recycling it for your purposes. He came about starting his company through the process of building his own home.
“Our whole business started with two things: a love of green
and a love of history, and this gave birth to recycling old buildings
for people’s houses and commercial buildings,” Woods explains.
“We bought a piece of land, we built a house on it out of recycled
materials, and this is what gave birth to our business. We were
the first people in the United States to come up with this idea. It
was out of love for the environment and the historical quality of
the wood.”
The 40 acres Woods built his home on decades ago is now also
the site of the mill. “We had a love of the forest and that is why
we bought land in the woods,” remarks Woods. “Part of that became the green concept of leaving trees growing and not cutting
them down for wood sources. Nobody was doing that at the time.
It all started right here. We built this business out of building our
house. I had to invent all of this as I went along. After 32 years,
we have developed a lot of expertise about woods and different
products from recycled woods, primarily with Antique Heart Pine,
Antique Heart Cypress, and Antique Oak.”
The Antique Heart Pine supplied by Albany Woodworks comes
from heartwood materials harvested long ago from the virgin
growth of southern Longleaf pine trees. It is a 100% recycled
product carefully remilled from dismantled 100- 150-year-oldbuildings; it exhibits beauty and durability. Antique Heart Pine
and Antique Heart Cypress have been prized as building materials
since explorers first caught a glimpse of the rich virgin forests of
what was to become the Louisiana Purchase.
Antique Heart Cypress, known as the “wood eternal,” is
exclusively from reclaimed virgin growth materials that were lost
during the frenzy of logging that lasted from the late 1800s until
the last “great grandfather” trees feel in the mid 1920s. There are
several names for cypress, including Tidewater Red, Louisiana,
Gulf, Southern Cypress, or Bald Cypress. For thousands of years,
the forests and basins were undisturbed, allowing these stately
giant trees to slowly grow to heights of 80-150 feet with trunks
as large as 15 feet in diameter. Heart Cypress is known for its
beautiful coloration and unsurpassed rot resistance and has been
revered by craftsmen and wood workers for more than a century.
Albany Woodworks utilizes these and other woods, including
NuHeart Pine and American Hardwoods (Red Oak, White Oak,
Cherry, Hickory, Maple, or Black Walnut), for your projects. The
company has been bringing new life to reclaimed antique lumber
for homes, businesses, and historic restorations for many years.
Whether it is plank flooring, doors, plantation shutters, stair
parts, moldings, cabinets, doors, paneling, shutters, or unique
custom millwork, Albany Woodworks has the answer to all your
needs with the natural beauty of quality woodwork. They provide
free samples, a catalog full of illustrations of all their products
installed in custom homes around the country, and inexpensive
insured delivery anywhere in the United States.
“We ship anywhere in the U.S,” Woods says. Personal, prompt
service is guaranteed. “We want to help you with your project and
make your job easier,” he states. If you need ideas for something
such as a custom staircase, you can go to their catalogue and find
examples of stairways supplied by their mill shop. Albany Woodworks can do balusters and newels (solid, box, or turned style),
and over-post handrail systems as well.
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ALBANY WOODWORKS
ADDRESS: 30380 Payne Alley
P.O. Box 729
Albany, LA
PHONE: (800) 551-1282
(225) 567-1155
E-MAIL: woods@i-55.com
WEBSITE: www.albanywoodworks.com

Opposite: Whether it is
plank flooring, doors,
plantation shutters, stair
parts, moldings, cabinets,
beams, paneling, or unique
custom millwork, Albany
Woodworks can serve all
your needs.
Albany Woodworks uses
old world craftsmanship
and solid materials to make
your design a reality. From
Antique Heart Pine to
Antique Heart Cypress and
Antique Oak, owner Richard
Woods provides the finest
selection available.

For custom doors, Albany Woodworks uses old world craftsmanship and solid materials to make your
design a reality. From castle doors to French doors, period or traditional, any style of door for entryways and
exterior or interior installations can be achieved in Antique Heart Cypress and Antique Heart Pine, in addition
to other fine woods. Plantation shutters, raised paneling, cabinetry, custom windows, porch flooring, custom
siding, wall paneling, wainscoting, and architectural moldings can also be created. Whether your project needs
are for new construction or remodeling, you can have the splendid solid wood, wide plank flooring you have
always wanted. The floors produced by Albany Woodworks are gorgeous and durable.
If you are remodeling an old home or building a future family heirloom, Albany Woodworks can help you
create the unique environment of your dreams. During your visit, take a tour of the original Albany Woodworks
mill and see the origins of your order in the beam yard, a storehouse full of rare, well-seasoned, full-length
antique timbers ready for production at your request. You can bring your plans and get advice from Woods and
his friendly staff.
From its humble beginnings, Albany Woodworks became a pioneer in the industry, and the premier manufacturer of quality, virgin-growth Longleaf pine flooring, rustic beams, and plantation shutters. Woods’ innovative process, including his development of the necessary tools derived from a previous era in lumber manufacturing, has made the company what it is today. Looking back to those early days in the old mill, Woods says, “I
saw my endeavors there as a personal development of purpose, developed to reclaim, and ultimately save from
ruin, the grand heritage of craftsmanship established by the original lumber companies of the South to renew a
traditional ethic of lasting quality.” The most recent addition to his company is a complete line of fully-custom,
all-wood cabinetry, home remodeling, cabinet design, and installation services. F
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